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"CROMWNED IN HONOR

.The Life of Richard Dennis Arno]dJM. D

uCrowned in life
with every honor
his fellow citizens could bestow

they erect this tribute 1o his memory."(1)

So reads the inscription on the monument dedicated to the
memorv of Richard Dennis Arnold, M. D. by the citizens of the

city of Savannah, following his death on July 10, 1876. ODr.

Arnold was a prominent figure in Savannah during his lifetime.

Not only was he engaged in the practice of medicine, he was
also involved in state and local politics. He was well-known
in medical circles both in the North and the South for his
studies on tropical fevers, especially yellow fever. Dr.
Arnald was a dedicated man; fo his family, to his profession

and to the citizens of Savannah.



Richard Dennis Arnold was born August 19, 1808, in
Savannah, Georgia, the third child of Joseph Arnold of
Providence, Rhode Island, and Elizabeth (Eliza) Dennis of New
Brunswick, New Jersey.(2) Joseph Arnold was a sailing
captain prior to his move to Savannah (exact date unknown).
Apparently he and Eliza lived in Providence for a time
‘followinq their marriage, because they brought all their
furniture with them, including the four-poster bed in which
the three Arnold children were born.(3) The. first Arnold
child was a still-born infant of uhknown sex, born August
31, 1804;(4) the second was a son, Joseph pbrn in or around
1806(exact date unknown); the third child was Richard Dennis
| Arnold, born August 19, 1808. On August 28, just nine days
following the birth of his second son, Joseph Arnold died of
a fever at the age of 37.(5)

The family was evidently left well-provided for. Eliza
Arnold retained possession of the family home, which was
located at the northwest corner of State and Abercorn (Anson
Ward, Lot No. 6). Little is known of the early years, except
that the Arnold boys were brought up by private tutors.(6) °
Also, a sometime during the year 1816, E]iia Arnold took her
sons to New York City, to visit relatives.(7)

Eliza, already in poor health from consumption
(tuberculosis, took a turn for the worse, following her

return from New York City. Early in 1818, realizing that

(2)
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death was near, she made out her will. She provided for the
sale of the slaves, certain items of household furniture and
other property, with the moﬁey to be held at interest. This
money was to be used to educate her children. Her only
request was that they be "educated in the Northern States."(8)
She made no provision whatsoever for gquardianship. Eliza
Dennis Arnold died September 7, 1818. It is not known at this
time who cared for Joseph and Richard in the years following
their mother's death. We can be fairly certain, however,
that it was not Eliza's brother, Richard Dennis. In a letter
written to the Court of the Ordinary early in 1819, (exact
date unknown at this time) he implied that caring_for the
Arnold boys would place an excessive burden on his household. (9)
In all probabilities, Joseph and Richard were most likely to
have been taken in by their mother's cousin Jane Young
Wilson. In a letter written to Richard October 4, 1829, she
referred to him on several occasions as "my dear son" and "my

boy."(10)
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That Richard remained in Savannah, for at least a short
time following his mother's death, is evidenced by an article

in the Columbian Museum and savannah Daily Gazette of May 3,

1819, in which he received honorable mention for excellence
in his schoolwork.(11) It is believed, however, that the
next school year, Richard was sent to a boarding school
located near Amherst, New Jersey, where he remained until he

entered the College of New Jersey (Princéton).

(3)





























































