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S%inner that he felt that the Presidential election of that year tetween Henry Clay

23 James Tolk would be a close one which vould be lecided by the vote of ilew ~
136

o - s . 2 Y -~ - 3
Fouazer Than 03'_"’7), who visited the Tefft family early in 1845. She made many

-

Priands Seinz her short stay and captured the hearts of the household. Israel
eare to lowe her as if slhe were his own child.138 William apearently married

3arah Franees Tefft in her home state. Their union brought forth two male children,

voth of whon iied in infancy—'illie, aged one year and eleven days, and EHenry,

Lo

! eleven oaths and cne day,139 dying November 18,1851:l

acel
..

ey o~

In 1347 Sharles was adwitted to the practice of law and immediately sroceeded
to make his mark upson the commnity. His lezal skills were merely fair, but he
was industricus and possessed a "rare mental ener's;:;r."ll“"1

1. ¥, Tefft became Sashier of the Bank of the Jtate of Ceorsia at the aze of

)

.
2L in 1.5’;-1&8.1 *2 1e was faithful and diligent in his service. . lle always exhibited

~entlenanly courtesy and hai a smile and a handshake for all whom he came in con-

tact z-r?‘n.i_;'n.l‘!'3

On Augmst 33, 1849 Tefft was dealt a terrible blow. His eldest son,”Hznry D.,

N

- " 3 L3 ] > k3 - ' 3 > 3 -
::.serlshed.l“l" willianm administered the will, takinz care of Henry's estate which

consisted of a five thousand dollar life insurance policy, stock, cash, and per=

Iy
sonal effects vwhich totalal a little over $5600.1*5

145 By’

then e had osened his own dry goods business, [e left behind about eleven hundred

YWillian, himself, dieil on August 9, 1852 at the aze of Thirty-four.
- . . . .

worth of projerty.” 7 32 was described as having been "a devotedl partner--affsc-

was very active in the commnity. He was ap»ointed o a commiitiee by

w7 the Tovernor which exanined articles being sent to a London Industrial &xhibi-

. Lo L . v = 3 s
+ion 4n 1857, In the sare year he served on the Board.of Health, was a private
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30 the Tha*ran Artillery, and was a librarian for the fieorzia Historical Society.15o“52

He was also “he viee-»rasident of the Angela Division of the Order of the lone
Sﬁar.153 Z= succumbed to consumption, however, on June 13, 1853 after a lonz and
N ) illﬁéSS-lsh

Penelo=e had a brush with death in Octover of the same'yegr. A heavy zust
of wind iz a tree dowm on the buzgy in which she was riding, but Mrs. Teift
manazed to =scape without injury.ld

‘Despi-z smotional trials, the Teffts were doinz well economically threugh

this period. ~he 1850 census showed Penelope to oun seven thousand dollars worth

35 ‘part of this was a parcel of land which she held in trust for

of property.1
her children.ls? Tsrael and Penelope jointly held fifteen thousand dollars worth
. of real estate and $9500 worth of wersonal property in 1860,158
Tefft contimed to be active in his fifties and sixties. He was a memoer of

the Union Society159 and was involved in the 3ethesda Boys' Hom.e.16O

Tefft was present at ithe ceremdny of the laying of the cornerstone for the
fomment Jof Count Pulaski on Tuesday afternoon October 11, 1853 in Monterey Square.
Among the items contributed by citizens to be deposited in a copper box placed in
the stone were enzraved likenesses of Ceorze Washington, Benjamin Linceln, and
Robert ilorris giﬁen by Tefft.161 '

Despite his Héw Enzland upbrinzing, Tefft was not above the practice of
slavery., As early as 1317 he hadlsought a male house servant, fourteen to six-
teen, for whom‘;liberal wages® would be paid, presumably to the master of a slave
hifed out.162 Tefft owmed at least one slave of his own at one time. A master’'s
a‘vertisement in 1828 alerted readers to look for an eizhteen-year-old mulato
- named Jane, a eleasing, intelligent~and neatly dressed house servant, formerly

153

ovred by I. Z. Tefft, If he did not condone slavery, then, as many of his

contemporaries did, he merely accepted it. %ith the information available, it is
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impossible to relate his exact sentiment on the subject. From the evidence of

his soecial achtivities, one mst conclude that, as a naturalized, middle-class

Southerner, he at least superficially supeorted the institution of slavery.
Regarciess of his views on bondage, for it was not the only issue of the Civil

“jar, Tefft hacked the Confederacy. fle had bsen a mermber of the Savannah Finance

!
Corriittes in 1356 which had supported the cause of the South in Kansas.16+ He

naturally sazvorted the Bemocfatic Party in the 1860 Presidential election.165
-After the outoreak of the Civil War, he joined the newly formed Volunteer Company
of the Sayamman irtillery, even though he was sizxty-seven &ears old, 156

9n the la-ter half of his life, Tefft's three-story home at the southwest ~
_corner of 3ull and Jones Streets became a cultural center for the city of Savannah.
He always had a ready wi£ and an inexhaustible supply of anecdotes and jokes to
‘bring cheer to those around him. He was understanding of the faults of others

and careful of their feelings.lé? Tefft was visited in his home by scorés of world
renowned literary leaders--the Swedish writer Fredrika Bremer, Fuller, McKay,
Hagriet'Martinean,_ﬁ. P. Willis, William Cullen 3ryant, Dorothea Dix, Edward
Everett Hale, John Pieréont, ¥y Lor:l of Morpeth, and Prince Achille Murat among
t‘nem.168

Miss Bremer called Tefft "The greatest autograph colledtor in the world.®

She recalled:

 His collection of autographs is the first which I have ever been able to ex-
amine with interest and respect, not because it occupied many folios and
could not be Pully examined in less than six menths, but because a portrait
is aspexded to the handwriting of eaeh distinguished person, usually an ex—
.cellent copper plate engraving, together with seme letter or interesting

. 29
doeument . +25
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IL vas merely‘an.emjsle of nis vassion for exactness and the systematic.

‘He received honers outside of Savannah, as well as compliments. In 1859 he
was made a member of the Few England Historical Society.wo

Tef? never led a very Healthy life. He was often sick for weeks at a time.
He died at the age of sixty-eight on Menday evening June 30,1862 between eleven
and twelve olcloek after an illness of almest three monmths. At one time he ap=-
.peared ts be resevering and was well enough to take an eceasional ride. He
miffered a relapse, however, and died of what was diagnesed as droiosy. Savannah
_mourned. the ioss of one of its "oldest and best c:'l.'t:;'t.zens."1171 Israel Keeeh Tefft
was not given the send off he deserved, however, because of the tnx;noil of the
“time. Hé was buned in a family plot in Laurel Grove Cemetery, leaving no
heirs. 172 | |

Penelope was deeply saddened by the loss of her "kind and affeectiomate hus-
pand."173 She was left to live alone in the Teffts' stately home. William's
widow, Sarah, who had lived with the Teffts after her lmsband's death,l?L" had
pemartied to Charles Walden of lew York in 1860 and meved elsewhere.175 The hard
‘times after the war proved to be aostly for Penelose; she was foreed to sell her
husband's fabulous collection in order to continue to live in comfort.

‘Tefft '.s friend W. C. Simms arranged to have the eelleetien seld at a;aetion
in tew York in 186‘7‘176 The assemblage was hopelessly scattered, wa‘.s it was sold
"plecemeal. A s:.mn.la.r collection ;awned by A. A. Smets, a friend and neighbor of
Tefft and a dj.rec’cér of the Bank of the State of Georgia, was also sold-at about -
“the same time in New ‘.(ork.177 |

On 3estember 11, 1873 Penelope was stricken by an embolism of the heart, aged
seventy-&izht years, Funeral services were held the following é.fternoen at St.
John's Church,178 whereuson she was laid toe rest in the grave of her hnsband.179

In her will, she left the household furnishings to her dawghter-in-law, Sarah ‘
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Walden. ~he house and lot went to her nephew Darius Skinner, now residing in Prov-
f.ih.éjenee_,ia.g‘_wb_eswas o take over the anmual ground rent of pr'57.60.181 She had also
covered these items in deeds written just a few months prier.182 What was left
of her huscand's library was donated to the Georgia Historical Society. Any srop-
erty not cewersd in the will was sold to pay debts and fumeral e:qaenses; The
j"{’e.-ff‘.:ss' oid and faithful servant James Bentley Matthews reeeived two hundred dol-
Jars and three mndred dollars went to Charles Tefft Pritchard, the sen of Dr.
~Paul Pritebard. Any other monéy was to be divided equally between Margaret 3.
'-Huntér, a friend living in lew York City, and Sarah Valden. If Mrs, Walden main—
tained claims fo the estate, however, her money would ge te Mr. Skix;ner.183
Apparently Mrs. Tefft Aforesaw trouble, beecause Mrs. Walden contested the will,
claiming that part of thé property given to i .' Skimmer rightfully belonged to her
and that Mrs. Tefft had been in peer mental health and had been forced to sign the
~-will.184 Tt apwears that Mrs, Walden lost this arpument in court, however, Thus
ended the short-lived legacy of i;he Tefft family in Savamah.

. Israel Keech Tefft Experienced a number of tribulations during his rather
lenzthy stay in the mortal world, but he always seems to have kept in the best
possible of spirits. He cast his optimism ento those a.round him. Of course, he
was not a man without faults. No human being, regardless of how kind his ixeart,
can elaim to be without flaw, The general goodness of his chara.ctef stood as a

towering exansle for those in his community to follow, though.



18

I. X. Tefft--from a painting
ovned by the Georgia Historical
3ociety. The portrait was
donated prior to 1868 by his

widow.185

- - e———— e e
? -

‘I. X. Tefft house--located at the
corner of'Ball and Jones Streets. 'Tefft
also bought a sﬁ;re~in a plantation in
Liverty County in 1855.186 His house
vas used as a2 funeral parlor in the
1920's and is now owned by an antique

dealer.jg?
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